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Slovakia surely, which had refused to give the Sudeten
Germans their undoubted rights. If the Isle of Wight
had been occupied for twenty years by foreigners, who had
maltreated our kinsmen there, would we not have done
much what the Germans did in September, 1938? . . .
(We would not have done what they did in March, 1939,
but that is another story.) And how, in any event, could
we have prevented the Germans from taking the Sudeten-
land? Would we have bombed Berlin, with our then
pitiably small Air Force ? Would the French have crossed
the Rhine? And if they had, how would they have been
able to help Czechoslovakia, at the other side of Europe?
As Lord Chatfield said :" What is the good of saying to a
man in a lion's den, 'Never mind if he does eat you: I'm
going to stop his rations in the future'?"

Amidst the thunder of rival propaganda an occasional
lightning-flash lit up the situation in September, 1938.

First, we saw all the belli-pacifists of the world egging
on to battle the soldiers to whom they had until recently
begrudged arms and equipment. In England the League
of Nations Union was loud in its demands " to stand up to
the dictators," and even the Manchester Guardian wrote
that "we shall not compel respect by weakness." In
France, even more unprepared than this country, M. Leon
Blum, M. Cot, M. Paul-Boncour and all their tribe were
preaching the inevitability of conflict, and sometimes
actually fomenting it. Anyone who now re-reads the Left-
Wing newspapers published during the Munich crisis is
forced to the conclusion that parallel with the mobilization
of armies ran an occult mobilization of Comintern propa-
ganda, which was broken only by Mr. Chamberlain's
journeys and conversations.

Secondly, we see that in times of tension both demo-